
North Penn High School Cultural Cadre
“Working to recognize and celebrate all members of the North Penn community” 

November 1: All Saints Day, a Christian holiday 
commemorating all known and unknown Christian saints. 
(In Eastern Christianity, the day is observed on the first 
Sunday after Pentecost.)
November 2: All Souls Day, a Christian holiday 
commemorating all faithful Christians who are now dead. In 
the Mexican tradition, the holiday is celebrated as Dia de 
los Muertos (October 31 and November 2), which is a time 
of remembrance for dead ancestors and a celebration of the 
continuity of life.
November 7: Diwali, the Hindu, Jain and Sikh five-day 
festival of lights celebrates new beginnings and the triumph 
of good over evil and lightness over darkness.
November 9: The Birth of the Bab, a holiday celebrated by 
the Baha’i recognizing the birth of the founder of the Baha’i 
faith.
November 11: Veterans Day, a U.S. federal holiday 
honoring military veterans. The date is also celebrated as 
Armistice Day or Remembrance Day in other parts of the 
world and commemorates the ending of the first World War 
in 1918.
November 12: The Birth of Baha’u’llah, the founder of the 
Baha’i religion.
November 20: Transgender Day of Remembrance, 
established in 1998 to memorialize those who have been 
killed as a result of transphobia, and to raise awareness of 
the continued violence endured by the transgender 
community.
November 22: Thanksgiving in the United States.
November 21: Eid Milad Un Nabi, the celebration of the 
Prophet Muhammad’s birthday. Parades, communal feasts 
in mosques, night-long prayers, and many other 
celebrations take place and is mainly celebrated by Muslims 
in India
November 25: Feast of Christ the King, a Catholic holiday 
established in thanking God for the gift of time, and 
rededication to the Christian faith.

From “Bestiary” 
by Sherman Alexie

My mother sends me a black-and-white
photograph of   her and my father, circa
1968, posing with two Indian men.

“Who are those Indian guys?” I ask her
on the phone.

“I don’t know,” she says.

The next obvious question: “Then why
did you send me this photo?” But I don’t
ask it.

One of those strange Indian men is
pointing up toward the sky.
Above them, a bird shaped like a
question mark.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/56
424/from-bestiary

Sherman Alexie, Jr., (born October 7, 1966, 
Wellpinit, Spokane Indian Reservation, near 

Spokane, Washington, U.S.), Spokane/Coeur d’Alene 
writer whose poetry, short stories, novels, and films 

about the lives of American Indians won him an 
international following.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/56424/from-bestiary
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/56424/from-bestiary
https://www.britannica.com/place/Spokane-Washington
https://www.britannica.com/art/poetry


Prepared by: Sakita Tinsley, Andy Baker, and Marjorie Diegue.  
Interested in seeing what we’re all about or joining the Cultural Proficiency ? Reach out to anyone of 

us and we’d be more than happy to chat!

Cultural Vocabulary
 

1. Culture - totality of learned socially transmitted customs, knowledge, material objects, and behaviors.
2. Assimilation - the cultural absorption of a minority group into the main cultural body. 
3. Acculturation - the transfer of values and customs from one group to another. Acculturation is a two-way process, unlike assimilation.
4. Code-switching - is a term in linguistics referring to using more than one language or dialect in conversation. it is important to 

understand language and the role that it plays in society today. Language is something that connects people to their groups of friends, 
and their communities

Seeking a common heritage
When we think of the term culture we are led to think of groups of people with common heritages and backgrounds or, in short, a common 
origin.  There are a variety of cultures across this globe, all lending themselves to the overall beauty of the human race.  The recognition of, and 
being an active part of, one’s cultural heritage brings feelings of warmth and comfort to the very depths of one’s being.  When a person is 
consciously immersed in that atmosphere there is a great sense of joy that permeates their life.
However, when an individual leaves their cultural surroundings due to a move, or change of location, that can be a very sad and lonely time for 
that person.  It is as if a part of who they are has been removed from them. We all know that there are great feelings of belonging when one is 
surrounded by those of a similar heritage.  Being removed from that situation and ending up where that cultural link is not experienced can be 
quite an emotional burden on an individual.
Now imagine an individual who has grown up in a loving family, with a strong sense of a cultural heritage, but still finding themselves feeling 
alone. That person feels alone because they realize that they are part of a much larger heritage, but that common origin of the larger heritage is 
not seen or recognized by those people who the individual encounters on a daily basis.  The individual is seeking a connection to a larger group 
and in their search for that connection they find their way to a variety of human institutions, only to find that the creeds and dogmas that are put 
forth by those institutions have missed the mark and cause a further sense of isolation due to their lack of a broader perspective.  It is a sad and 
lonely place to be for that individual – to see and know that there is a common origin that is not recognized by so many people.
What heritage does this person seek?  They seek a heritage where there is the recognition of a universal brotherhood across humanity.  Not 
because that is a nice and common phrase of the day, but because it is a veritable reality due to our common origin.  We are all beings born of 
that great universal energy and, as such, we have a common origin that must be recognized and embraced if we are to truly live as brothers and 
sisters in this world.  A singular focus on any particular cultural heritage misses the bigger picture and often serves to drive wedges between 
human beings across different cultures.  It may not be right, but it is the typical human approach when we face those who we perceive as being 
different from us.  If we can get to a point where our common universal heritage is seen, recognized, and consciously embraced, then we will 
have arrived at a point where all human cultures are universally accepted and where that individual mentioned above, feels lonely no more.

Editor’s Note: While the author of this narrative has chosen to remain anonymous, we appreciate the bravery it takes to submit one’s personal thoughts about 
culture.  One of the themes of this narrative is the focus on creating a culture that includes all of its community members. The narratives posted in this 
newsletter are meant to be used as a vehicle for discussion. While points-of-view may vary, it is our hope that a deeper understanding of the importance of 
individual cultures and the acknowledgement of them is a goal that we will all come to attain and embrace. 

An Educator’s Culture 
For every issue of this newsletter, we would like to feature a culturally based narrative written by one of our staff members.Culture is 

made up of so many wonderful characteristics. If you are interested in being featured in an upcoming newsletter please contact 
Sakita, Andy or Marjorie. All are welcome!!

Thank you to the Language 
Department for celebrating El 
Dia de los Muertos on Friday, 

November 2nd. This is a 
tradition that has been 

celebrated in Spanish-speaking 
countries for centuries.

* Images were taken in Sr. 
Vidal’s class.

Here’s what’s new 
and good culturally at 

NPHS! 


